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tion with us/   Jarjis agreed to this proposal, and a great
multitude accompanied him to the cave, at the entrance
whereof he knelt down in prayer, and ordered the rotten
bones of the kings, their wives, and children to be brought
out from the receptacles, and to be deposited in separate
places.    Then he besought the Granter of requests  to
bestow life on that assemblage.    This prayer was responded
to., and the ancient corpses, amounting in number to nine
men, five women, and three children, were resuscitated to
life.    Jarjis perceived an  aged man among them,  and
asked :   ' What is thy name ?   and he replied:  ' Touqil/
The saint further examined him about his religion, and he
answered:   c All my life I was an idolater, and although
four hundred years have elapsed since my decease, the
bitterness of the agony of death has not yet left my palate.
When I died I was conveyed to the righteous Creator, and
when He inquired about my religion He found me and my
companions to be idolaters.    He appointed worms over
our bodies, and grief over our souls, and although we
prayed much to be once more sent back to the world in
order to atone for our past lives, we were not permitted to
do so, and were suffering torments till this moment when
our souls rejoined their bodies.'    Having uttered these
words, Touqil continued to speak to Jarjis, saying:  * 0
pious man, who art thou by the aid of whose efficacious
prayers we have been resuscitated to life ?'    He replied:
' I am Jarjis the prophet.'    When Touqil heard the name
of his lordship, he  caught hold of his skirts, and ex-
claimed :  ' Have mercy on us now, that the Lord, whose
glory be magnified, may take compassion upon us, and
accept the repentance of His miserable handful of clay, and
grant our request.'    But Turqalita said to Touqil:  ' Thou
hast been a celebrated king, and hast for a long time pro-
pagated   the   religion  of   thy  ancestors;  art   thou   not
ashamed now to bow to this seducer ?'    Touqil, however,
turned his face away from him, and said: ' I know what I
have seen after my decease/   Then Jarjis struck the ground
with his foot, whereon a spring of water gushed from